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What does inquiry through Play look like?

* Play is meaningful — children play to make
sense of the world around them, and to find
meaning in an experience by connecting it to

something already known. Through play,
children express and understand their

understanding of their experiences.

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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What does inquiry through Play look like?

* Play is joyful — of course, play may
have its frustrations and challenges,

but the overall feeling is one of
enjoyment, motivation, thrill and
pleasure.
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What does inquiry through Play look like?

* Play is actively engaging — watch
children playing, and you will usually

see that they become deeply
involved, often coming physical,
mental and verbal engagement.
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What does inquiry through Play look like?

* Play is iterative — play is not static.
Children play to practice skills, try out

possibilities, revise hypotheses and
discover new challenges, leading to

deeper learning.
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What does inquiry through Play look like?

* Play is socially interactive — play
allows children to communicate ideas,
to understand others through social

interaction, paving the way to build
deeper understanding and more
powerful relationships.
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How can parents support their child's inquir
through Play?

* ‘Free play’ is described as being led by the
child. They decide when and what to play; the
direction of the play, including any rules, and

when - or if - to involve others.

However, in both free and guided play, parents
can support their child’s play in several ways.

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.



XK T EZ TR IEPRE L H?

B HILE/HFR "REBILE EFFT, M1k S
ABHARIL, AT A BEREI T W, SAEEAT AL,
i —R AR EF-—ILERAS S,

R, A WAH TR, KR HILAF T X
NI4T w5 R Z AT

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.



How can parents support their child's inquir
through Play?

* Materials - these can be commercially
produced, e.g. board games, paint,
jigsaws, or items found around the home

which the child can use in an open-ended way,
such as items of clothing, scarves or material
for imaginative play, old boxes and containers
for construction or craft, small objects such as
stones or shells for sorting and counting.

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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How can parents support their child's inquir
through Play?

e Space: This could be indoors or outdoors,
small and cozy or large and spacious
depending on your home.

* A small cozy nook, under a table covered with
a blanket can provide just as much
engagement and excitement as lots of space.
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How can parents support their child's inquir
through Play?

* Time: Giving children extended and

uninterrupted time to play allows
children to become deeply involved in
their play.

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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How can parents support their child's inquir
through Play?

* Being okay with some mess: Play is
seldom tidy and contained. A small

house made with blocks, quickly
becomes a whole town or city, with
complicated road systems, shops and
other facilities.

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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How can parents support their child's inquir
through Play?

* Join in play: Being careful to respect
children’s rules and decisions:

supporting the play rather than
leading it.
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